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ITISabigname Lo live up to, but
the Australian String Quartet is
growingintoitsidentity more
convincingly every year.

The first tour for the year,
sublitled Flight, opened with a
reading of TTaydn’s String Quartet
Opus33No. 3 The Bird, which
wasshot through with nuance
and authority.

You can expectimpeccabte
intonation and finely tooled
articulation from this diligent
quartet, but there were also
flashes of invention, as Sophie
Rowell, playing the bird, threwin
acascade of trillsat a cadence.
The scherzo was alittle less
playtul, but they captured the
spark of Hayd s humour in the
helter-skelter finale.

The Australian composer Paul
Stanhope has also been known
to crack a good musicaljoke, but
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his String Quartet No. 1 started

You can expect
impeccable
intonation.

full of broody, heart-on-slecve
angst, which somehow never
really wentaway, even in the
tender Lullaby and funky finale.
The quartet took on his
complexrhythims and melodies
with assurance, makingit sound
asifithad been partolits
repertoire foryears. And it
deservesto be, asit reveals Stan-
hope asanaccomplished writer
forstrings, moulding the four-
way sound into one reverberating
instrument with skill.
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The pianist Lucinda Collins
joined the ensemble for Brahms’s
expansive Piano Quintetin F
minor Opus 34 in the second hall.
The huge sound of the City Recital
Hall's Steinway, lid open on full
stick, washed over the [ragile
strings like a tidal wave at first, but
by the development of the first
movement they had negotiated a
stormy but stable equilibrium.

The Andante wasa graceful
songamong friends, eachvoice
withits own delicate offerings,
butitwasin the Scherzo thatit
came together: five fine
musicians playingloud and fast.
From thereitwasan exhilarating
ride to the end.

The signs have been good from
the start, but with this concert the
Australian String Quartet
confirmsitselfasan ensemble
ready Lo take off.
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