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Katie Stillman (violin) and Simon Lane (piano)

Quotes:
“Stillman and Lane…...combined tenderness, wistful nostalgia and red-blooded passion in an interpretation of terrific distinction and compelling emotional force.”

The Daily Telegraph

“it took only a few bars of the Beethoven C minor Sonata from pianist Simon Lane to sense that I  was going to hear a real partnership with violinist Katie Stillman” 

The Strad
“sensitive and passionate musicianship matched by an excellent technique, the result being utterly persuasive performances”

Philip Dukes 

“panache and authority”

 The Strad 

"the Canadian violinist Katie Stillman and the pianist Simon Lane offered alert, sensitive and mature performances”

 The Independent

“Stillman and Lane held their nerve and revealed exemplary technique in Lutoslawski’s explosive and fiendishly testing Subito”

 The Times

"the great tune sounded both spontaneous and joyful in their capable hands" 

Bristol Evening Post

"Stillman’s subtle tone and clever choice of tempos were complimented by Lane’s piano part – he proved an inspired partner with some highly polished playing"

Bristol Evening Post

Summary Biography (fuller version available on request)
Described by Geoffrey Norris of The Telegraph as having “combined tenderness, wistful nostalgia and red-blooded passion in an interpretation of terrific distinction and compelling emotional force”, Katie Stillman and duo partner Simon Lane began their musical partnership whilst studying at the RNCM, and since then have performed throughout the UK and Canada including at London's Wigmore Hall, St. George’s Bristol, Bridgewater Hall and St. John’s Smith Square. They have been selected for the Tillett Trust’s Young Artists’ Platform, the Worshipful Company of Musicians’ Maisie Lewis Award and the Park Lane Group Young Artists’ New Year Series at the Purcell Room, and were chosen as recommended artists for the Concert Promoters Network Brochure by Making Music. Last year Katie and Simon were asked by the ABRSM to record part of the 2012-2015 Violin Syllabus, which is distributed worldwide. 

Katie was a prize-winner at the 2006 CMC International Stepping Stones Competition, and received the Royal Overseas League’s Edith Phipps Memorial Prize in 2007. In addition to her recital work with Simon, Katie’s solo engagements have included a concerto performance with the London Mozart Players.  Katie is a founding member of the Barbirolli Quartet which was recently selected by the European Concert Halls Organisation as the UK Concert Halls’ nominated ‘Rising Stars’, leading to a tour of Europe’s leading concert halls in thirteen cities. Other highlights include concerts at the Verbier, Aldeburgh and Aix-en-Provence festivals, Mananan International Festival, the Lincolnshire International Chamber Music Festival, Septembre Musical Montreux Festival and Kings Place, London, for the London Chamber Music Society.  The Barbirolli Quartet’s first CD on the Nimbus label was released in January and includes quartets by Bliss, Britten, Delius and Purcell. 

Simon leads a diverse musical life, and has performed with both instrumentalists and singers across the UK as well as Ireland, France, Italy, Germany, Austria, Denmark and North America. Recent festival appearances include the Bachfest Leipzig, Le Festival de Musique de Menton, the Lake Maggiore Festival and many others throughout the UK, and he has collaborated with artists such as Jack Liebeck, Guy Johnston, Philip Higham, Gemma Rosefield, Allan Clayton and Iestyn Davies. In 2009, Simon was recipient of the Accompanist’s Prize in the Royal Overseas League Music Competition. His teachers have included Michael Dussek, Julius Drake, Mark Ray and Dina Parakhina. Simon is a resident artist and tutor at the Aberystwyth International Festival and Summer School.
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